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Transparency is how we protect the integrity of our work and keep empowering investors to achieve their goals and dreams. And we have unwavering standards for how we keep that integrity intact, from our research and data to our policies on content and your personal data. We’d like to share more about how we work and what drives our day-to-
day business. We sell different types of products and services to both investment professionals and individual investors. These products and services are usually sold through license agreements or subscriptions. Our investment management business generates asset-based fees, which are calculated as a percentage of assets under management. We
also sell both admissions and sponsorship packages for our investment conferences and advertising on our websites and newsletters. How we use your information depends on the product and service that you use and your relationship with us. We may use it to:Verify your identity, personalize the content you receive, or create and administer your
account.Provide specific products and services to you, such as portfolio management or data aggregation.Develop and improve features of our offerings.Gear advertisements and other marketing efforts towards your interests. To learn more about how we handle and protect your data, visit our privacy center. Maintaining independence and editorial
freedom is essential to our mission of empowering investor success. We provide a platform for our authors to report on investments fairly, accurately, and from the investor’s point of view. We also respect individual opinions--they represent the unvarnished thinking of our people and exacting analysis of our research processes. Our authors can
publish views that we may or may not agree with, but they show their work, distinguish facts from opinions, and make sure their analysis is clear and in no way misleading or deceptive. To further protect the integrity of our editorial content, we keep a strict separation between our sales teams and authors to remove any pressure or influence on our
analyses and research. Read our editorial policy to learn more about our process. Warning: Slight spoilers from Narcos: Mexico season 2 are ahead.Narcos: Mexico starts with the fresh-face of Felix Gallardo (Diego Luna) who has ambition and wants a better life for his family. But by the tenth episode of the first season, he’s a fully corrupt drug lord.
As head of the Guadalajara cartel, he’s got a series of operations running under his rule (they’re called plazas), friends in the highest seats of the Mexican government, and he’s just ordered the torture and murder of an American DEA agent, Kiki Camarena (Michael Pena). That final move earns him the attention of ramshackle DEA task force, led by
our narrator Walt Breslin (Scoot McNairy), who’s now made his way in front of the camera. We're all pretty clear on where this leaves Felix in Narcos: Mexico, season 2, right? He is, in a word, screwed. If you didn’t know that from the character arc alone, you probably knew at least a little bit of the true stories behind Narcos: Mexico, and the fact
that Felix Gallardo isn’t the drug lord name most of us know. He’s headed for a fall — one that will open up the world that helped create El Chapo (who is, at the start of season 2, just a lowly plaza boss under Felix’s rule). We watch as Felix struggles to hold onto his empire, and the writers very deliberately delve into a series of miniature dramas
within each plaza. By season’s end, we're going to need to know their names and their history. If Narcos: Mexico gets the season 3 order showrunner Eric Newman is after, it is their stories we’ll be following next. But neither Narcos series — the original, set in Colombia, nor Mexico — is a documentary. The true stories that inspired the series are just
that: inspiration. So, to help separate the fact from the fiction and help us understand why we spend so much time with a doomed plaza boss (R.I.P. Pablo Acosta), we asked Newman to break season 2 down. Refinery29: In season 1 we saw the rise of Felix, and it’s becoming clear that he’s not the only player in this cartel game. How would you
characterize season 2?Eric Newman: “He built an empire and personnel are, now, the problem. If you could truly do it alone, great. But once you get in partnerships, particularly if one of your partners is the government, you're in trouble.” You spend a lot of the season building up the plaza bosses. “Because of where we might go in the future, where
the story goes. Spoiler alert, all these plaza bosses become their own thing. What Felix represented prior to that was a controlling influence. We talked about the Roman empire a lot in the season where Rome kept these people from killing. They’d say ‘You're a Roman citizen and you don't get to kill another Roman citizen.” And it became a
governance that kept the country from descending into violence, which we have today because that was blown off. They lost that control.”In telling this story there are lots of real pieces you can choose from. You spend a lot of time on Pablo Acosta and Mimi Webb. How did you come to that decision?“I tend to have a vague idea of what we're going to
do. It altered slightly based on appetite and how much material there is. But I had originally planned on doing two seasons of Escobar, two seasons of Cali, and then moving to Mexico and Felix Gallardo. This was born of real researching, realizing that it's difficult to tell the story without telling the sort of origin of the modern era of drug trafficking in
Mexico, which is the beginning of the Guadalajara cartel: Felix, his dream, and then, where it went horribly wrong. Pablo Acosta was the star of a book I read called Drug Lords by Terrence Papa.“I saw him very much as the last of his kind; an old school trafficker who had a code who, had honor. And it was a great juxtaposition against a new class of
trafficker that did not. Felix Gallardo, despite what Pablo Costa might say, was not the worst of his kind. The worst of his calling was coming. The violence that we see now characterizes Mexico in the drug war with some of these new cartels, these sort of young, born in violence, trained in the military terrorists are the latest symptom of a lost drug
war. So the Pablo Acosta story and his relationship with Mimi, which is true, seemed like it had an emotional investment to it that you kind of hope that they get away. Wouldn't it be great if they rode off into the sunset? But Pablo Acosta knows that guys like him don't get to ride off into the sunset.” Another big piece of this season is Operation
Leyenda. I'm going to assume the character names and their actions aren’t pulled straight from real life.“Leyenda is a composite. Walt is a composite. In our research there are a lot of things that we can never know. Even if someone's telling you what they were thinking, you can't really know. All we know is what happened. Our goal is to reconstruct,
to the best of our ability, why it happened, what you were thinking, what you thought you needed that forced you down this road. In the case of Leyenda, we interviewed seven or eight agents, who, in one way or another, said they were in charge of or were involved in Leyenda. They all had a different story and if they knew of the others, they diminish
their role in it. Leyenda became an exercise that certainly didn't yield any kind of justice. That was a frustrating PR move almost. And, at least in retrospect, did it really happen? We were able to sort of construct a version of Leyenda where you almost get what you want and then very much don't. That was sort of the key to that story. Each one of
these guys believed, Okay, now we're going to get them. And of course we can get anybody. I mean, it's a total failure. You could say, Well, we got this and we got that and some really tough legislation. But the guys that did it, they got away with it. Some of the traffickers went to a Mexican jail, but they weren't really the guys calling the shots. Then
we all made friends again and we drafted the North American free trade agreement and all is forgiven. The money washes the sin away.”But you do give us Agent Walt Breslin, as the leader of Leyenda. And he’s not necessarily a hero but he hits a lot of those All American hero points and he’s pretty sympathetic. “We're not the kind of show that has a
square jawed American hero come down and kick ass. We're the kind of show that has a square jawed American hero who thinks they're going to go down and kick ass and then doesn’t. The evolution through five seasons now of lawmen is this is the first guy who's like, You know what? We gotta go hard. The only way we're gonna get this guy is if we
do this. And they do, and he's wrong. He goes down and he fails. My favorite part of the season is he's told that he failed by the guy who he’s been chasing, We both failed and here's what's going to happen. When Osama bin Laden was killed and everyone's celebrating, I remember thinking, Forget about him. We got there, these other guys over here
now. He's basically just some old guy living in the Anaheim of Pakistan watching pornography. He's out of the game and you're celebrating. I feel the same about Chapo Guzman. I went to the trial, and like he's irrelevant. There's this other guy over here who's running things now. That kind of revolving door, where there are little victories that you
can celebrate for a minute, but the reality is the flow of drugs continues. Until we address the demand for drugs, we don't have a shot. I mean find me the economics book that says that supply drives demand. It’s not true.” This interview has been edited for length and clarity. (Pocket-lint) - The Inspire S2 Wireless speakers follow the trend of good
performing accessory speakers from Creative. We've been impressed with both the quality of construction and the performance from a range of Creative speakers and things are no different here. A word on the "wireless" aspect however. These speakers are wireless in the sense that you don't need to connect the source directly to the speakers using
a wire - they operate via Bluetooth - however the satellite speakers are connected to the subwoofer using wires, the subwoofer plugs into the wall. That's right, this is a 2.1 system, giving it the slight edge over typical stereo accessory speakers. The Inspire S2 is aimed mainly as a peripheral to use with your computer, but the Bluetooth connection
means you can pair it with other Bluetooth devices, such as an MP3 player or mobile phone, so you can play content without having to plug in. Pocket-lint The subwoofer measures 18 x 22 x 20cm and the satellite speakers both measure 100 x 75 x 72mm at their largest, tapering back so they sit on the desk at an angle, projecting the sound up towards
you. The right speaker is the control unit and is permanently wired to the subwoofer. Down one side it features power and volume controls, and a headphone jack and aux input. The left speaker plugs into the rear of the subwoofer. Best Alexa speakers 2022: Top Amazon Echo alternatives By Britta O'Boyle - 4 May 2022 - Updated Numerous third
party speakers have embraced Amazon's capable Alexa assistant alongside the Echo devices. Here are the best Amazon Echo alternatives. These controls also let you control pairing to the source, so you'll have to dive into the instructions to find out exactly what the different colours of LED mean and how you trigger pairing with a second device. The
subwoofer has an independent volume control dial on the rear, meaning you can really jack up the bass if you want to, or turn it down if your internal organs are starting to shake. The build quality overall is good, with a solid construction throughout. Although the speakers are compact, they don’t look or feel cheap, which is an important factor. On to
that wireless connection. If you have Bluetooth on your PC, you can connect to the speakers using Bluetooth - a relatively simple process. Creative do, however, include a USB Bluetooth dongle in the box, which will automatically pair with the speakers on connection. We tried both with the dongle and without on a MacBook and found that the dongle
by default operated at a higher volume, so there wasn't the need to turn everything up to 11. Pocket-lint It is nice to have the choice, however, and if you are going to be taking your laptop on your travels, it’s worth playing around to see whether in-built Bluetooth or the dongle offers the most hassle-free connection. Ultimately we decided the dongle
was our preferred option and if you are going to be sitting at your desk, you might want to opt for the wired version of the Inspire S2 speakers, which come in at £30 less. No cable is supplied for the aux input, but it is there as an option for those that want to hook-up a wired device, such as a standard iPod. The performance from the speakers is very
good. Across a range of games, music and video, the subwoofer adds that missing depth to proceedings, with the two satellite speakers providing a surprising amount of punch given their small size. We've been impressed with Creative speakers before, and the Inspire S2 are no different. Set up on a desk, great spatial separation can be achieved to
take advantage of a wider sound-stage and we were impressed with the surround sound effects generated on various movies we watched. Unfortunately the cables that connect the satellite speakers to the subwoofer are only 150cm long, so if you want to hide the subwoofer under the desk, you won't have the freedom to put much distance between
your speakers. In reality this means that you might have to find space for the subwoofer on your desk, unless you are using some sort of tiny computer desk. To recap Impressive audio performance make the Inspire S2 speakers a pleasure to hook-up to your PC, providing good surround sound quality, but it is worth looking at what "wireless" actually
means in this case. Writing by Chris Hall.
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